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On March 13, the Energy and Mines Ministry ordered the state-run oil company PDVSA to
"reactivate" production at marginal oilfields. The ministry indicated that domestic and foreign
private companies have been invited to provide capital, technology and services. Some of the
oilfields have been shut down for years. The ministry statement said over 50 companies have
expressed interest in participating. (Basic data from EFE, 03/13/91)
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